
Description:  
Funded by the European Union, the PREPARE4VBD (A Cross-Disciplinary Alliance to Identify, PREdict and prePARE for Emerging 
Vector-Borne Diseases) Network (see attached flyer)) will conduct a 2-day summer school. The aim is to offer a holistic understanding 
of vector-pathogen systems for the control of vector-borne diseases, with a focus on those transmitted by ticks, snails and 
mosquitoes. The training will cover tick and snail identification, tick dissection, molecular diagnostics, VBD surveillance, lab analysis 
of eDNA samples for snail-borne flukes, bioinformatics, and how to isolate and stimulate bovine peripheral blood mononuclear cells 
for synthetic biology and manipulation. The two-day course will be delivered using a mixture of lectures (molecular, microbiological, 
morphological identification), hands-on practical sessions and an interactive session where users can discuss practical exercises with 
the trainers and fellow attendees. The trainers will be experienced entomologists, molecular biologists, bioinformaticians, and 
biologists from icipe, University of Copenhagen, and University of Bern. The course will be held at the International Centre of Insect 
Physiology and Ecology (icipe) Duduville Campus, Nairobi, Kenya. 
 

 
 
Participant Requirements  

• Graduate or postdoctoral students and early career researchers. 

• Work in field related to vector biology, with special interest in ticks, snails, and associated veterinary diseases. 
 
Participant Registration 
Workshop costs including registration, including local transport stipend (Ksh/day), and lunch will be sponsored. 

Application Criteria 
Interested applicants must submit the following documents by email to the coordinator of the summer school: kathrin.heitz-
tokpa@csrs.ci: 

1) Application cover letter (≤100 words) describing your background, personal area of interest and potential synergy between 

the training and activities ongoing at your current place of employment. Please make reference to how the knowledge 
gained during this course could be implemented in your current line of work. 

2) Short research abstract 
3) Curriculum vitae 
4) One recommendation letter from persons familiar with the applicant is an advantage 

 
Closing date for applications: 5th February, 2024 
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